Happenings at NRC for Sorghum

Hyderabad, Solapur & Warangal

WISHING ALL A HAPPY 2004

Once move the ald year leaves behind a stare in every head,
O hapes and dreams and mrestories cach one playing it part,
And pnce again the fime has come fo xend a greeting du,
Widh many happy wishes for o grawd New Year to ALL,

in this issve

Research on iransgenic on sceghum reviewsd
Sorghum—sugreane hybrids
New sarghum germplasm collecions from Litiar

4, SAC meefings af MACS

5. WRGS Scientists at PRA programma

@, Trainings | meatings | conferances [ visits
7. Movel way ko add to Revolving fund

8. Radio falks

9. important visitors during Dacember

10. Boaklst on changing scanario af sarghum cultivation
1. Farniy news

12 Feadbdick bom our meaders

13, Fairwel Io refiring sta

14. Econceny and salely measures

15_ Thaught fior the month

1.
2,
3

Research on transgenic on sorghum
reviewed

|Dra. KBRS Visarade, PG Padmaje and SV Ran
|participaied  in  the review workshop  on
i““l'rma,gmic research  projects”  under  AP-
Metherlands Biotechnology programme, held on 19
December 2003, canducted by Direclorate of Ol
Seeds Research, Hyderabad. Dr. Visarada pee-
senbed the work plan and targets for the approved
project "Production and evaluation of Br iransgen-
ics with suitable Br comstructs”, The review com-
mitiee suggested warking with indigenous Br con-
structs.  Dr, Rakesh Tuli, Mational Botanical Re-
search Imstinoe, Luckiow hos agresd to provide
Cry | Ac and Cry | B after signing the MTA.

Sorghum — sugarcane hybrids

The Bsechmology Unit received 10 clones of Sor-
ghum bicolar * Soochorum offfcimansm (ICSA 56
ms X U 76-316) {2n =124) hybrids from the Sug-
arcane Breeding Institute, Coimbatore. The above
material may be usefil for brooding for shoot fly
TESIRIINGE.

We will be working on these hyhrids at plant and
cellular evels. Immediste task is 10 make them
flower and cross again with sorghum. Dir; 5V Raa,
Principal Scientist, Biotechnology Unit 18 warking
om the above aspects.

D, Wigmyan Mair, Head, Division of Genetics and
Plant Breeding, SBL Coimbatore, had developed
these planis. He suggesied making crosses he-
lween 5 spomiamenm ond sorghum alse, sinee the
former &s handy, with low and consistent chromin-
some number. He has gilted one of the best clones
(Moo TND 021244 with In=48) for our resesmch
This was also planted for recouping He has in-
Tormed that he alse will iry o hybridize some of|
thesn with sorghurmn amd give us af a later date.

Mew sorghum germplasm collection
from Uttar Pradesh

The kharil sorghum exploration and collsction
mission during Movember collected 44 acceasions
from 32 mandals of 11 districis, with an area of
1050 km in Uttar Pradesh in collshartion with All
India Cosrdinated Sorghum Improvemsnt Project
(AICSTP), Mosranipur Centre.  Dr. M Elangovan,
Scientist {Germplasmy, NRCS headed the above
collection tesm,




SRC Meeting of NRCS

El'lfmn‘_uv.-mheldm | ard 2} December in [N

the seminar hall. Direcior appraised the scientific

community aboul the minates of the meeting held 8

with DG on 19 Movember ai canference hall, jg

Krishi Bhavan and about hes visil o UAS, Banga-
lore and wse of biclechonological Fecilities there.,
Proceedings of the above meetings are available in
rviranet,

MRCS Scientists at PRA program

Drs. Ch. Sashidahar Reddy, OV Rainavathi & C g
Aruma facilitated the visit of participanis of 77§
Foundation course of the Agneultural Research §

Project Management, NAARM on 30 December ar £

Lingareddyguda wvillage which was selecied for (g

Participstory Rural Approisal (PRA) programme
bused on the

sorghum cultivation, the furmers expressed satis-
faction an the performance of improved culiivars
(CSV 15 & CS5H 16) introduced earlier under the
praject. The rodl quality was found to be satisfac-
ory. Farmers expressed their eoncemn an the non-
availability of the quality seed. The scientiss ad-
wised them o give their demand for the seed to the
local Apricultural Offieer who in im will process
throwsgh the sinte seed carporation,

Trainings/mestings/conferances/
visits

Dr. M Seetharama deliversd an invited lecture an
ihe use of biatechnology 1o solve ohiotic stresses 1o
the participants of the Workshap an *Live of sl
ixapes for drought researcl”™ ot UAS, Bangalore
on 1% December. During discussions with Prof.
Udaya Kumar, use of facilities at UAS for use of
massisotopic (carbon and oxygen) 1o measure wa-
ter-use efficiency (WLIE) or transpiration effi-
clency (TE) NRCS My dse facihities for southern
hybridization and real time PCR at UAS,

Dr. YVilea A Tonnpi slong with Dir. Peitona Shetty,
Deputy Director, KSSCA, Bangalore, Mr. Jaya
Prakush, Asst, Durector, KS5CA, Ballary ard Mr,
|DE Ravi Kumar, Divisional Seed (Wlicer, KSSC,
Bellary visited the hybrid seed production plots of
CSH 14 (1001 acres -BOOD g), CSH 16 (130

mpport amd  activities of WROS§ o
{RNPS 23). During interaction with the farmers on &8

pcres - 1100 g) and CS5H 18 (33 acres — 350 g)
covermg ¢leven villages in Bellary district between
15-18 December. The problems in seed produc-
tion and technical solutions o owvercome them
were deliherated in a mne!ing wiih the sead oW~
ers. Mr. HS Gawall, Photographer joined the
shove temm and toak feld pholographs and ane be-
ing added in NRCS digital librry,

Drs. N Seetharama and M Elangovan attended
ane-day broinstorming sesston on “LUnidizobiion af
Planr Gemenie Resources: dndian Perspective”™ on
1| December at WBPGR, Mew Delhi and presented
the slatus paper on “Liilizanea of Sorghum Ge-
ntie Resources i India™,

Ms. A Usha Rani, Jr. Stenographer has attended
one week truming on M50(Tice Basics mt 1ASRL
MNew Dielhi in the month of October, She was ap-
prised in the use of the new techniques MS Office |
sceessory packapes Hke power point, mail merg- |
ing, infernet, excel, elc

Mr. D Balakrishma, Scientist sttended a training |
progmmme on “Cheneration of single chain amsi-
haolies through phage display’ conducted by Bio- |
technology Division. Indian Instiswie of Harticul-
tural Research, Bangalore from 10-30 December. |
He acquired the skills on the method of plm'inai




large number of diverse peptides displayed on the
surfoce of the phage which can be wsed for binding
io antigen of inberest

s, OV Ratnavathi and B Dayakar Rao partici-
pated in an Internatronal Food Convention organ-
ized by CFTRI and DFRL, Mysore from 5:-8 De-
cember. A Food Expo and Exhibition consisting
of R stalls of various food companies public and
private with ready o et foods and recipes eic
were exhibited. There were sialls of processing
machineries and a suitable machine for syrup proe-
esmng costing Rs. 6.5 lakhs was slentified for pos-
gibile e at NRCS.

Nr. K. Ravindra babm, Librarian amended a
training programme entitled “NATP-ICAR Infar-
mation and Library metwork centre  mandatory
trnining programme on agriculivre for Librarians
on petwarking and E- Resources management” oe-
gnnised by Information and Library network Ah-
meedabad,, from 17-29 November, 2003,

Movel way to add to Revalving Fund

The Altermate Uses Unit has prepared and sold
sporge and plom cakes made from sorghum foir
on the orders re-
ceived from

NRCS and

celebrations.
Mos of the con-
sumers were satisfied with the quality of the cake
and highly impressed with low prices,

Radio talks

Dr. AY Umakanth gave a lalk on All-India Radio
which was brondeasied on 25 December at 7.15 P
M. Talk was on "Pasw graasa fomng soeagn®
{Forage sorghum cultivation techniques).

Important visitors during December

1 December: About [fifly farmers mcluding
twenty women from the Prokasham district of An-
disra Pradesh wisited NECS a8 & purt of the sty

tour to different agriculiure ressarch institutions.
They were explained about the recommended sor-
ghum production lechmobogy for grain and fodder
ciltivation. They were also explained about the
likely attack of pests and diseases on sorghum in
kharif and rabi the remedial measures o be @ken
\o contain the outhreak.

Visitors to alt wse lab. Fifty farm women from
AP Netherlands Training for Women in Agricul-
turei ANTW A visited NRCS altermaie uses abara-
tory. They were appraised about the work on alier-
nate wses of sorghum. The farm women were
highly impreseed with syrup and cake technology.
They were also interesied 1o undergo tmining for
learming thess products.

Booklet on changing scenario of sor-
ghum cultivation

A booklet entitled "Chauging scenario on sorghum
cultivarion din fndia: o comprekensive eoomomic
anhyxis * written by Dr. B Dayakar Rac «f al., un-
der MATP project RNPS-T was published and re-
lemsed. This booklet deals with the sconomics of
sorghum cultivation tn hath kel and bl sea-
sons; reasond for the low profiability, remedies
and policy option efc.

Family News

Dr. Swarninis Kasl constructed a new hoose at
Defence Colony, Balapur and performed the howse
warming ceremoity on 3 December.  All the staff]
members attended the ceremony and congrutulated
anid wighed them the best

Master Survaie]s 5/ Dr, OV Ratnavathi was the
winner of Bomvita quiz contest held at Ravindra
Bharathi, Hyderabad on November 14, 2003 (Dr.|
Ramavathi specializes in food and mutrition e
search an sarghum ).

Ms. Sirecshs Vo D Gopals Krishnn, T-6 ok
first prize in Classical Dance and Growp Dance
[Cultural activities) snd was Runners up in
Teenikoit  (Mixed doubles) and  Throwhall
(Captainy in Sparis activilies held during %11 De-
cember on the occsuon of College day celebra-
tions-UTKARSHA of Kokstiya Medical College,




Mi. Kodali Pooja, Dvo Mr. Revindrs Baba, Li-
brarian, was bestowed * Pratibha award” for secur-
g o seal in BE (Hons.) programme for the ace-
demic year 20005-04 in the leading National level
Birla Institute of Technobogy and Science, Pilani,
Rajasthan. She was awarded o scholarship of
Ha.20,000K- per annum for 8 period of four vears
by the Governmem of Andhra Pradesh, Depart-
mend of Technical Education. The NRCS family
congraiukaies her and wishes her success in all aca-
demic endeavors ahead.

Farewell to retiring staff

MNarsimbos, Assistant  Administrative
N il |

Officer who hos put in 42 years of service nnd
Smi P Laxmamma, S56G-1 who has pat in § years

of service has superannuated from service on 31
December.

A fare well function wes held in the lawns of

NROCS. A token it from the NRCS Recrestion
Club was presented fo him by the President of the
club, Dr, Seetharama, Direclor and stall recalled
the dedicated service renderesd by them and wished
tham & happy, healthy and active retined life,

Feedback from our readers

Response on popalar articles: Bused on the two
popular anicles “Jonm-adenapy vilivalu (§ Octo-
heri and "Chensky jowna sagu lebhodaymbom™ (7
Deiobery published in the telugu daily Amdlra
Jvarhi, Dr. CV Ratnavathi attended to the queries)
raksed by sorme of the farmers and entrepreneurs on|
the use of sorghum for aliemate purposes.

Sh. E Srinivas & farmer-cum-eniseprensur from
Warnngal visited NRCS and requesied 1o spare the
technalogy of cake and syrup for marketing. He
was aleo interested 1o market ready made sorgham
aflm.

Sh. T Rammoban Rao (famer) from Guntur vis-
ited MRCS ond ssked sbowt the possabilities of
ethanol preparation from sweet sorghum, He was |
mteresied 1o grow sweel sorghum for jaggery and
have a trial in his ficld for 0.5 hectares.

Dir. 8L Mehin, Mational Director, NATP Hy., New
Delhi congratulsied Dr. CV Ratnavathi of af, for
coming oul with a beautiful and mlormative re-
search bulletin entitled “Sweer sorghum stall; A
suthile raw moserial for firel aleohol production”™
developed under NATP (RNPS 24} He also
wished that many such publications will come out
from NRCS in flstare which will go & loag way and
help the farming and entreprencurs: community of |
the country.

Efficient use of your telephone

Local telephone calls bill is mounting every time
and on a cursary glance it was found that most of
the cafls made were persomal.  Steps may be
initinted ‘to stop af once making personal calls.
nstallation of unmsnned local call booth will be.
the enly solusion, if there is ne improvement in the
i i, |

Thought for the month
ol on the satisfaction




