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Sorghum Germplasm Field Day 2020 Organized at ICAR-IIMR
ICAR-ICAR-Indian Institute of millets Research
organized Sorghum Germplasm Field Day on
28 February 2020.There were 50 participants
from 15 AICRP Centres and IIMR. Dr. KS Varaprasad, Former Director, ICAR-IIOR was the
Chief Guest of the event. He emphasized on
the need for more network mode projects between Public institutes and NGO's. Dr Vilas
Tonapi, Director ICAR-IIMR requested the participants to utilize diverse sorghum germplasm
available for trait specific breeding. There were
1000 selections made by the participants during the field day. This was organized under the
Consortium Research Platform on Agrobiodiversity (CRP-AB), ICAR-NBPGR and sponsored by Society for Millets Research. Dr M.
Elangovan, Amasiddha Bellundagi and Annapurna Aluriwere the Coordinators of the
germplasm field day.

Monitoring of Sorghum DUS testing trials
The monitoring of rabi sorghum DUS testing trials conducted at IIMR, Hyderabad was held on 29th February 2020 by
the Task Force Committee under the Chairmanship of Dr. JV Patil, Former Director, IIMR. Dr. SB Gurav, Dy. Registrar,
Pune Branch office, PPV&FRA; Dr.
Vijay Shelar, CoPI& Nodal Officer,
MPKV, Rahuri; Dr. Gopal Gharde,
Breeder-Lead, Sorghum, Crystal Crop
Protection, Aurangabad and Dr. Hariprasanna K, PI, DUS Project, IIMR were
the members. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR; Dr. Aruna C, Principal Scientist and PI, Grain Sorghum, AICRPSorghum; Drs. Amasiddha B and
Deepika C, Co-nodal officers participated in the monitoring. The DUS testing for candidate varieties taken up
along with reference varieties and the
expression of different DUS traits, and
differences observed this year compared to last year in Hyderabad and
Rahuri were explained to the monitoring
committee. Ten farmers’ varieties were
tested along with six reference varieties
under 2nd year testing. The overall crop growth and expression of morphological characters were good in majority of the
candidate varieties and reference varieties. Variation in plant height and tillering was noticed in some of the entries due
to infestation by fall army worm. The Chairman and Registrar appreciated the overall conduct of DUS testing trials. Off
types were noticed in all the farmers’ varieties except HasiruJola. There was variation in expression of character lemma
arista formation in all the farmers’ varieties compared to last year. The Committee felt that there is non-uniformity/nonstability of expression for some traits like arista formation, leaf mid rib colour, length of flower, etc. The Chairman suggested that the PPV&FR Authority should have the basic passport data of the farmers’ variety and also the importance
so that the farmers’ variety can find place in breeding programmes. Apart from DUS testing, maintenance breeding was
taken up for 60 reference varieties including male sterile/maintainer pairs.
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Training on Sorghum Genetic Resources Management

provisions. Dr. KBRS Visarada, Principal Scientist, IIMR
coordinated this programme in association with Dr.Jinu
Jacob, Scientist and Dr. M Elangovan, Principal Scientist.

ICAR-Indian Institute of millets Research organized oneday Training on Sorghum Genetic Resources Management on 29 February 2020.There were 50 participants Meeting with ICRISAT team
encompassing Scientists, Technical Officers, Research A meeting with Scientists from ICRISAT was organized at
Scholars and Research Fellows from AICRP Centres and ICAR-Indian Institute of millets Research on 21 February,
2020to discuss – Genomics and molecular breeding activities under the ICAR-ICRISAT research project, includ-

IIMR. They were given online demonstration on Excel –
The Excellent Tool for Germplasm Database with details
on conditional formatting, filters, pivot table, recommended charts and data validation; Access – The Successful Sorghum Database Manager with details on relational database, label making, database query making
and finding duplicates in the database; Mapping and Spatial Analysis of Sorghum Genetic Resources using the
DIVA Software etc., Dr JV Patil, Former Director, ICARIIMR was the Chief Guest of the Valedictory session. He
appreciated the IIMRs continuous efforts in imparting the
latest knowledge to the scientific communities through
innovative training methodologies. Dr Vilas Tonapi, Director ICAR-IIMR in his chairman’s remark requested the
participants to make use of the learnings to their present
day research and also apply new way of thinking to meet
the growing expectations. Drs. M Elangovan, Amasiddha
Bellundagi and Ms. A. Annapurna were the Coordinators
of the training programme.

ing genotyping with SNP panels available under HTPG
project, and mission mode project on small millets. Drs.
Rajeev Gupta and Santosh Deshpande from ICRISAT,
Dr. Vilas Tonapi, Director, Drs. Madhusudhana,
B Venkatesh Bhat, KN Ganapathy, B Gangaiah, and
others from IIMR participated in the deliberations.

ICAR-IIMR Participated in the 2nd Meeting on Network Project on Millets at ICAR-NBPGR-New Delhi
The 2ndMeeting on Network Project on Millets was held
on 5 February 2020 at ICAR-NBPGR, New Delhi under

Celebration of constitution day events
ICAR-Indian Institute of millets Research, conducted series of events during constitution day since 26 November,
2019 and subsequent activities culminating with “Dr. Ambedkar Jayanti” on 14 April, 2020. In this series, Ms Kalpana Kannabiran, Professor and Regional Director,
Council for Social Development, Southern Regional Centhe chairmanship of Dr. Vilas A. Tonapi, Director, ICARIndian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR), Hyderabad
and was coordinated by Dr. Kuldeep Singh, Director,
ICAR-NBPGR, New Delhi. Dr. Sanjay Kalia, Scientist-E,
Department of Biotechnology (DBT), Government of India
also attended the second review meeting to finalize the
framework and details of the project. The meeting was
attended by 43 participants from NBPGR, IIMR, National
Institute of Plant Genome Research (NIPGR), ICARtre, Hyderabad delivered a lecture on Indian Constitution Indian Agricultural Statistics Research Institute (IASRI),
on 7 February, 2020. Dr. Kalpana mentioned now consti- ICAR-Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI), Institution helps and guides the common people and ex- tute of Life Sciences (ILS), AICRP centres on Small Milplained on how all citizens are equal and India is multi lets and SAUs.
centric multi plural society. Everybody has right to food
and the state has the responsibility to make food avail- Dr Kuldeep Singh, Director, ICAR-NBPGR gave an overable to all. She appreciated the role of ICAR in ensuring view the Network Project on Millets and the current status
food security and also described that millets play impor- of germplasm collection and utilization in breeding protant role in overcoming malnutrition and hence should be grammes. He deliberated on the major limitations in the
encouraged. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR and all the millet crops, such as rancidity which can be looked for
IIMR staff, including Scientists, technical and administra- future research plans in the area for food security. Dr
tive staff, contractual and project staff participated in this Vilas A. Tonapi, Director, ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad preevent and learned many things about the constitutional sented an overview of the network project on small milMillets Newsletter No. 196; February, 2020
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lets. He presented the statistics on area and production,
importance of the small millets for global food and nutritional security and rationale on selecting finger millet,
barnyard millet and little millet for the network project. He
highlighted the key activities to be undertaken under the
project including characterization, evaluation, genetic enhancement and generation of genomic resources. Dr.
Sanjay Kalia, Scientist-E, DBT shared his remarks and
highlighted the importance of phenotyping of entire germplasm, evaluation in crop growing areas, trait mapping
and gene discovery in an inter-disciplinary approach. He
emphasized that the overall objective of the network project is to identify the bottlenecks of utilizing the millets.

ment (MANAGE), Hyderabad organized fifteen days training program for Agricultural Officers at Nutrihub, ICARIIMR which concluded on 05 February, 2020. This exclusive training has aimed to boost the production of millets,
disseminate good agricultural practices and create entrepreneurship among rural youth through value added technologies of Millets at various states. Dr Sangappa, Scientist and course coordinator presented a brief report of the
training session. On this occasion, three trainees shared
their feedback followed by the remarks by Dr. B. Dayakar,
CEO, Nutrihub, & ICAR-IIMR about the training programme. The trainees were given certificates as part of
the training programme. The valedictory session was
concluded with vote of thanks by Dr. Sangappa, Scientist,
The objectives, network partners, year-wise activities, ICAR-IIMR.
experimental design and phenotyping parameters along
with the proposed budget were presented for four Sub- Training on Startup ignition Programme
projects of the Network Project on Characterization,
Evaluation, Genetic Enhancement and Generation of Ge- Nutrihub, ICAR-IIMR organized a one-day workshop on
nomic Resources of Finger millet, Barnyard millet and “Start-up ignition – Entrepreneurial Opportunities in MilLittle millet for Enhancing Food and Nutritional Security. lets Production, Processing & Value-Addition” for aspiring
The meeting was coordinated by Drs Lalit Arya, M entrepreneurs, willing to start a business in Millets domain. About 21 participants from 4 different states particiElangovan, KN Ganapathy and B Amasiddha.

Guest Lecture on genome editing
Dr. Kutubuddin Molla, Scientist and Fulbright Fellow
from ICAR-National Rice Research Institute, Cuttack visited IIMR on 15 February 2020 and delivered a guest lecture on “CRISPR/Cas-mediated rapid genetic gain for
crop improvement”, Dr. Molla explained about the history,

applications and the advantages of the technique in general with appropriate examples. All the Scientists, Technical staff, RAs, SRFs and students attended the above
guest lecture. The talk was organised by Dr. Jinu Jacob
and Dr. KBRS Visarada.

Conclusion of Certified Farm Advisor Training on
Millets
ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research in collaboration
with National Institute of Agricultural Extension Manage-

pated and this workshop comprised sessions on introduction to Millets delivered by Dr. Rajendra Chapke, Principal
Scientist, IIMR. The participants were also taken to a
guided tour to both Primary Processing unit led by Ms.
Hemashankari, Scientist, IIMR and Production Plant led
by Dr. Amarnath Reddy, Plant Manager, Nutrihub.
In the valedictory session, Dr. Vilas Tonapi, Director,
IIMR and Dr. JV Patil, Former Director, IIMR participated
and interacted with the participants. Participants mentioned that this programme was fruitful and worthy
enough and also requested to conduct training programme for two days with additional activities. All the participants expressed the happiness with regards to the
knowledge on the importance of the millets, different
technologies used for the value added products and different opportunities to start an entrepreneurship. The
training programme was coordinated by Dr. Ravi Kumar
Vemula, PRO and STA, IIMR and Nutrihub team.

Training on “Millets Cultivation and their utilization”
ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad
(IIMR) organized a training Programme on “Millets Cultivation and their utilization” to the farmers at Sarpanpally
village of Vikarabad district in Telangana state on 28 February, 2020. On this occasion, Dr. B. Subbarayudu Pr.
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Scientist of IIMR explained the details about millets cultivation, production, and their value added products. Progressive farmers participated in this event were: Mr.
Krishna Reddy, Mr. K Anjireddy, Mr. Yousufmiya, Mr.
Gouse, Mr. Tajudddin, Mr. Gopal, Smt. K Laxmi and Smt
K Paddamma. This event was organized by Dr. B. Subbarayudu under the NABARD sponsored project
“Promotion of millets technology and entrepreneurial
skills among the farmers and youth of Vikarabad district
of Telangana”.

Exhibition stall
AGRI TECH South 2020: PJTSAU, Government of Telangana, CII, Hyderabad organized AGRI TECH South 2020
2ndedition of Exhibition and conference on Agritechnology and Innovation held at PJTSAU Hyderabad
during 22-24 Feb, 2020, it included various lectures and
exhibition stalls from research organizations. ICAR –
IIMR participated in the event and showcased farmers’
friendly millets technologies and value-added products.

signed on 11 Feb, 2020 to promote Sweet Sorghum for
bioethanol production. Dr Vilas Tonapi, Director – IIMR
on behalf of IIMR and Dr. Narendra Mohan, Director, on
behalf of NSI, Kanpur signed and exchanged the agreement. The agreement signing was facilitated by Dr AV
Umakanth, Principal Scientist. As per the understanding,
promising sweet sorghum genotypes developed by ICARIIMR, Hyderabad will be tested for their suitability to
northern conditions in February, June-July plantings at
the NSI to establish a sustainable cropping system.
Thereafter, study of processing technique and ethanol
production potential from different sweet sorghum varieties shall be carried out at NSI, Kanpur.

New Appointment
Mr. Saddi Amruth Raj Santosh joinedthe
ICAR - Indian Institute of Millets Research as
Skilled Support Staff on 03 February, 2020.
The staff of IIMR welcomes him to the millets
family.
More than 5000 visitors including farmers, researchers
from public and private sector, entrepreneurs, students
visited our stall. Shri Singireddy Niranjan Reddy, Honourable Minister of Agriculture, Telangana state, Dr. Praveen
Rao, Vice chancellor, PJTSAU, Hyderabad and other dignitaries visited the stall and appreciated the efforts made
by IIMR in millets promotion. Dr. Sangappa, Scientist, Dr.
Ravi Vemula and Mr. Srinivas participated and coordinated the event. Dr. Vilas Tonapi, Director, IIMR Cochaired the session on Value-addition and value-chains
and participated in the panel discussions.

Recognition
Dr. CV Ratnavathi participated in the foundation day and
scientific panel discussion of Academy for science, technology and communication in the capacity of president on
29 January, 2020 at BM Birla Science centre, Hyderabad.

Presentation in conferences
Dr. M Elangovan presented two papers on Mapping and
Spatial Analysis for Plant Genetic Resources Management and Digital Communication for Agricultural Research Management at National Conference on Geospatial Technologies in Agriculture held at ICAR-National
Academy of Agricultural Research Management, Hyderabad during 20-21 February, 2020.

Memorandum of Understanding /Agreement
National Sugar Institute, Kanpur: In order to promote bioethanol production so as to cope up with the requirement
for 10% blending in petrol, National Sugar Institute (NSI),
Kanpur and Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad joined hands for working together so as to promote
Sweet Sorghum for bioethanol production. The MoUwas
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She coordinated the event in collaboration with other
members of the academy. The foundation day lecture
was given by Dr. BG Siddhartha, Director, BM Birla Science centre and Chairman, Scientific advisory committee
of ASTC. The Chief Guest of the programme was Dr. D.
Balasubrahmanian, Director of research, LV Prasad Eye
Institute, Hyderabad.
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Visitors

Officials from Department of Agriculture, Govt. Of Maharashtra

Dignitaries:

A group of 5 Officials from Department of Agriculture,
Government of Maharashtra visited ICAR-IIMR on 4 February, 2020 to understand the Millets Technologies developed at IIMR and possible collaboration in implementation through SMART Project funded by World Bank. Dr.
Vilas A. Tonapi, Director, ICAR-IIMR welcomed the delegates and detailed on the Research & Development activities of Institute. Dr. Tambhale, Additional in-charge of
Project and Joint Director of Agriculture briefed the activities of project being implemented at Maharashtra state.
Drs. B. Dayakar, Rao. BV, Bhat, Sangappa participated
in the deliberation.

Dr. (Smt.) Poonam Malakondaiah, IAS, Special Chief
Secretary to Government of Andhra Pradesh, Vela-

Farmers:
From Chityala, Telangana: A total of 25 progressive
farmers from Chityala, Nalgonda District visited ICARIIMR on 11 February 2020 as part of their exposure visit
Under Climate Proofing Project by NABARD. Mr Giribabu, Mandal Agricultural Officer, accompanied the group
and discussed with scientists of ICAR-IIMR regarding
millets promotion. The farmers were taken to the millet
demonstration fields and explained about the production
practices of millets for better yield. They were also explained about the various millets value added technologies and the value chain of millets. This visit was coordinated by Dr Sangappa, scientist and the Nutrihub team.
gapudi, Amaravathi Government of Andhra Pradesh visited IIMR on 17 February, 2020to discuss about logistics
and process to establish Millet Board in Andhra Pradesh.
She had an interactive discussion with Dr. Vilas A
Tonapi, Director, IIMR and other Scientists. Director IIMR
briefed about the institute activities and Millets processing
and value added technologies developed at food processing lab. She also visited the Nutrihub where, budding
entrepreneurs are nurtured ready to take value added
technologies of Millets from ICAR-IIMR to initiate their
enterprise.

DAESI Farmers: As a part of course curriculum of Diploma in Agricultural Extension Services for input dealers
(DAESI) program being conducted at Farmer Training
Centre, Rajendranagar, a group of participants dealing
with inputs in Ranga Reddy District visited ICAR-IIMR on
11 February 2020 to understand the millet technologies
developed by the institute. They were addressed by Drs.
Sangappa and Amasiddha Scientists, ICAR-IIMR on
“Production of Millets and Value Added Products”. They
briefed about the importance of millets and its role in nutritional security in present scenario. Input dealers appreciated the efforts of IIMR in promoting millets through
processing & value addition technologies.

Shri. Rajendra Pawar, Chairman, ADTC, Dr. Syed
Shakir Ali, Head & Senior Scientist, Mr. SV Karanje, Sub- Human and Natural-Resources Development Societyject Matter Specialist (Agronomy) and others from Krishi (Hands): A group of 25 farmers of FPOs belonging to
Ananthapuram District as a part of exposure visit – Farm
Sector Promotion Fund (FSPF) -Capacity Building for
Adoption of Technology (CAT) program visited IIMR, Hyderabad on 24 February 2020. The farmers were taken to
the millets demonstration fields and explained about agronomic practices for better yield. Later, they visited Nutrihub facilities and primary processing unit. The farmers
were also exposed to the millets value chain development, value added products of millets and millets technology incubator. They were also given brief information
about the functioning of a typical FPO by Dr Sangappa.
Dr. Dayakar B. CEO, Nutrihub, addressed them on this
occasion and briefed the activities of Nutrihub for the information of the participants.
Vigyan Kendra, Baramati visited IIMR on 6 February,
2020. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR, BV Bhat, Dayakar, Visarada, Aruna, RR Chapke, interacted with him. He
visited all fields and labs.
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From Erode, Tamil Nadu: Visit of 30 Farmers to Nutrihub, ICAR-IIMR, from Erode District, Tamil Nadu State on
18 February 2020 to know the details of dry land farming
and crop improvement technologies. Dr. Ravi Kumar,
PRO explained about the various millet farming techPage 5 of 8

niques, doubling the farmers’ income, demonstrated primary processing machinery. They also visited fields and
saw latest varieties of millets.
Trainees
International Trainees from ICRISAT: As a part of the
International training program “Good agricultural practices
for sustainable agriculture in developing countries” conducted at ICRISAT, Hyderabad, a group of 25 interna-

shared information on benefits of millets and various Incubation facilities provided by Nutrihub. Dr. Ravi Kumar
PRO, ICAR-IIMR answered various questions regarding
Millet cultivation, processing and value added products.
Students
VIT, Vellore, Tamil Nadu: A group of 120 students from
the Vellore Institute of Technology, Vellore visited ICARIIMR on 25 February 2020 as a part of their exposure
visit. Dr Sooganna interacted with the students related to
various principles of seed production, followed by Dr
Amasiddha, who briefed the students on the crop improvement practices in millets. Dr Sangappa outlined
about the processing and value added technologies of
millets. He also gave details on activities to promote millets and also the entrepreneurial opportunities in millets.
The students visited the millet demonstration fields, the
processing unit of millets and millets food processing lab
as coordinated by Dr Ravi Kumar Vemula.

tional participants visited ICAR-IIMR on 19 February
2020. In the beginning, Dr. B Venkatesh Bhat, Principal
Scientist, ICAR-IIMR briefed them the activities of IICARIIMR. They were explained about the production technologies at live demos and gave orientation about the
institute research and development activities including
good agricultural practices in millet cultivation. They were
also briefed about the various activities of Nutrihub related to the millet technology incubators and entrepreneurial opportunities in millets. Dr. Sangappa, scientist, Coordinated this visit with the help of Nutrihub team.
Annie Besant Degree College, Hyderabad: About 110
students of B.Sc. II and III year of Annie Besant Degree
International Trainees from NIRD&PR: About 25 Inter- College for women, Hyderabad visited IIMR as a part of
national participants of training programme on" Rural En- their Institute visit led by Dr. Veena Reddy, Principal. The
trepreneurship and Micro Finance: Connecting the Dots visit to NUTRIHUB where the students were given inforin Financial Inclusion" conducted by NIRD & PR, Hydera-

bad visited IIMR on 26 February 2020 as a part of their
Institute visit led by Dr. G Anjaneyulu, Project Consultant,
Centre for Financial Inclusion & Entrepreneurship (CFIE).
The visit to NUTRIHUB where the participants were taken
to a guided tour and information on the incubation activities and the technologies available with IIMR which can
be licensed were explained by Dr.Ravi Kumar Vemula,
PRO, IIMR.
Trainees from MANAGE: As a part of MANAGE training
program on “Entrepreneurial Skill Development” A batch
of 20 students from College of Agriculture, JNKVV visited
Nutrihub, ICAR-IIMR on 12 February, 2020. Dr. B Dayakar Rao CEO Nutrihub, interacted with participants and
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mation on the incubation activities and the technologies
available with IIMR which can be licensed were explained. Dr. B. Dayakar Rao, CEO, Nutrihub interacted
with the students and encouraged them to “eat Millets
and stay healthy”. Dr. R Chapke, Principal Scientist
showed the millet fields and explained newly released
hybrids and verities in demonstration field. Dr. Vilas
Tonapi, Director, IIMR addressed the gathering and
briefed all the latest developments happenings of IIMR.
He also, expressed that the students need to include millets to their diet regularly which has more nutritional values. The visit was organised by Dr. Ravi Kumar Vemula,
PRO, IIMR and team.
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Students from Nanded, Maharashtra:
About 110 students and 3 Faculty members of B.Sc. IV semester students of College of Agriculture, Nanded, Maharashtra visited IIMR on 5th February 2020, as a part of
their educational Institute visit led by Dr. Maruti S Pawar,
Asst. Professor. Dr. R Chapke, Principal Scientist showed
the millet fields and explained about newly released hybrids
and verities in demonstration field. The students also visited Nutrihub and primary processing unit. The visit was
organised by Dr. Ravi Kumar Vemula, PRO, IIMR and
team.

Meetings (M) / Symposia (S)/ Workshops (W) / Trainings (T) Conferences (C) attended
S.
No
1

Name of the Official

2

VA Tonapi, M Elangovan
KN Ganapathy, B Amasiddha
P Rajendrakumar, Sri vidhya
R Venkateshwarulu, J Stanley
B Dayakar Rao

3

Sooganna

4

Vilas A Tonapi, Sangappa &
V Ravi Kumar

5

Mahesh Kumar &
Sunil Kumar

Participated in

Type

Venue

Dates

NBPGR-NDLS - Millets Network Project
meeting

M

ICAR-NBPGR, New
Delhi

4-8 Feb.,
2020

National Stakeholders consultation
“Bharatiya Poshan Krishi Kosh”

M

19 Feb.,
2020

Breeder seed Indent finalization meeting –
Kharif 2020-21
“Agri-Tech-South 2020” – 2ndEdition of
Exhibition and Conference on AgriTechnology and Innovation
Technical Hindi Workshop organised by
ICAR-IIOR & TOLIC-Hyderabad

M

Juniper Hall, India
Habitat Centre,
New Delhi
ICAR-NBPGR,
New Delhi
PJTSAU, Hyderabad

ICAR-IIOR, Hyderabad

27 Feb.,
2020

C

W

19 Feb.,
2020
22 Feb,
2020

Thought for the month
When our imperfect judgments are aggregated in the right way, our collective intelligence is often
excellent.
- James Surowiecki
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Centre on Rabi Sorghum (IIMR), NH 9
Bypass , Shelgi, Solapur - 413 006 (Mah.)
Tel: 0217-2373456
Telefax: 0217-2373456

Sorghum Off-Season Nursery, Warangal
Officer-In-Charge
Indian Institute of Millets Research,RARS,
(PJTSAU) Mulugu Road, Warangal.

E mail: solapur@millets.res.in
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