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The Staff Recreation Club, ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad organized a program to celebrate the New Year-2024 on
1st January 2024. The program was attended by all SRC members (scientific, technical, admin and supporting
staff) and labours and contractual staff working in the institute. Dr. (Mrs.) C Tara Satyavathi, Chairman, SRC and
Director, IMR addressed the working staff with motivational speech and set the targets for New Year 2024 in both
research and developmental activities in the institute. The few staff members of SRC also expressed their happiness
and spoke on achievements of the institute during 2023 and the role and responsibilities to carry over the glory of
the institute in the future. The program was coordinated by Dr. B Amasiddha, Member Secretary, SRC, Mr. Vilas
Aghav (FS, Farm section), Mr. J Bhagavantham, Joint Secretary, SRC and other team members of SRC.

A two-day training programme entitled “Millets and allied farming” was organized for farmers during 25-26
January 2024 at ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad under the ICAR - Farmer FIRST Project (FFP).
A total of 55 farmers participated in the
fraining programme, from Chalki, Rukmapur,
Mungi  and  Murthujopur  villages  of
Sangareddy district of Telangana state.

On the inaugural day, Dr. Rajendra R.
Chapke, PS & PI FFP briefed the trainees
about the purpose and importance of the
programme. At the outset, Dr. KBRS
Visarada, PS & Director in-charge, IIMR
welcomed the participants and encouraged
farmers to go beyond millet cultivation and to
focus on millet processing, marketing and
value-addition also. An overview on latest millet production and processing technologies was given by Dr. Swarna
Ronanki, Scientist & Co-Pl, FFP {Agronomy). In an interactive session with farmers the IIMR scientists - Drs. Aruna,
PS (Plant Breeding), KN Ganapathy, PS (Plant Breeding), N. Anuradha, Scientist & Co-Pl, FFP (Agrl. Economics)
and A. Srinivas, Scientist & Co-Pl, FFP (Agrl. Extension) participated and clarified the doubts.

Later, farmers visited the Centre of Excellence, Nutrihub, millet processing facilities and live demonstration plots at
IIMR for exposure on improved production and processing technologies. As a part of the programme, they also
visited AICRP-IFS, PJTSAU, to get latest information on integrated farming system (IFS) and ICAR- Directorate of
Pouliry Research, to understand in details about rural poultry farming and its improved management practices. The
participants were more interested to know importance of millets and its nutritional benefits especially marketing of
value-added products as well as their farm produce. In general, Farmers expressed their satisfaction and were
keen to use improved technologies to enhance their returns. All the sessions were assisted by FFP project staff- Ms.
Spanditha, SRF, Ms. Soujanya, FA, and Mr. Bhagath, FA. This programme was coordinated by the project Pl, Dr.
RR Chapke, PS.

" ”"

An international webinar on “International (India-Africa) exchange of experience sharing and capacity building
program fo expand the cultivation, use and processing of millet as a climate-resilient crop, and fo strengthen
agrobiodiversity, balanced nutrition, millet value chain, value addition and entrepreneurship in Africa” was
organized by ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad during 8-11 January, 2024. In the inaugural session, Dr Raghavendra
Kavali, National Coordinator, Indo-German Seed Sector Cooperation Project, welcomed the gathering. Dr. C
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Tara Satyavathi, Director, IIMR delivered the opening
remarks. Introductory remarks and purpose of the
programme was done by Mr. Ekkehard Shroeder,
German  Project Team Leader, Indo-German
Cooperation on Seed Sector Development, Germany.
Dr Vilas A Tonapi Former Director, ICAR-IIMR,
Hyderabad also graced the occasion. Dr. VM Malathi
proposed the vote of thanks. The participants
comprised of researchers and policy makers from
different African countries.

The training was coordinated by Drs. Sooganna and
B Venkatesh Bhat and coordinated by Drs Sangappa,
Srividhya S and Malathi VM from IIMR side under the
guidance of Director ICAR-IIMR, Dr. C Tara
Satyavathi. Mr. Ekkehard Schroeder and Dr.
Raghavendra Kavali were coordinators from ADT
project consulting.

75h

The Nation’s 75" Republic Day was celebrated with
patriotism, enthusiasm and unity at Indian Institute of
Millets Research on 26 January, 2024. Dr. C Tara
Satyavathi, Director, IIMR unfurled the national flag
and addressed the staff. On this occasion, Director
mentioned about the collective effort of all the IIMR staff
in successful celebration of International Year of Millets

and Forages under the CRP-Agrobiodiversity project
took place on 31 January, 2024 at ICAR-IIMR in
Hyderabad. Dr. (Mrs.) C Tara Satyavathi, Director of
ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad, chaired the meeting, with Dr.
GP Singh, Director of ICAR-NBPGR, New Delhi, also
attending as the project lead. Dr. R Madhusudhana,

b e i s R Ty i as . - Sy

-2023 and praised the contribution of individuals in
this great achievement. Director also expressed the
need of dedication to meet the challenges of food and
nutritional security in the nation and extension of
enthusiastic participation, coordination and collective
group works in future. She siressed on the need fo
repeat the productive performance of 2023 in the
coming years with higher deliverables. The IIMR staff
and children of IIMR staff also actively participated in
the celebrations. The institule reverberated with
patriotic fever and enthusiasm ending with the prize
distribution. Dr. B Amasiddha, Scientist and Sh. J
Bhagavantham, Technical Assistant (Farm Section) and
his team were the coordinators of the event.

The Mid-Term Review Workshop of Cereals, Millets,
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PC Sorghum and Millets, extended a warm welcome to
the participants. The progress achieved under the CRP-
Agrobiodiversity project during 2021-23 was
presented by crop-specific nodal scientists and
cooperating center Pls on Rice, Millets, Maize, and
Forages. The panellists, appreciated the progress made
in Millets and Maize and suggested measures for
improvement in the other two crops. The meeting
concluded with remarks and recommendations from
the panelists. A total of 35 participants attended from
ICAR institutes and SAUs across the country. The
organization of the meeting was coordinated by Drs.

| Karnam Venkatesh, Ganapathy KN, Amasiddha B,

and Sh Sai Karthik.

"

”"

ICAR- Indian Institute of Millets Research took part as
a knowledge partner in the fifth edition of Millets and
Organics, 2024 - International Trade Fair, organized
by the Department of Agriculture, Government of at
Tripura Vasini, Palace Grounds, Bengaluru during 57
January, 2024. It was a platform for farmers, farmer
groups, domestic and international companies, central
and state institutions in the organic and millet sector to
connect and explore opportunities in agri-horticulture,
processing, machinery and agri-technology. The trade
fair was formally inaugurated by the ceremonial
lighting of lamp by the dignitaries including the
Honble chief  Minister of Karnataka  Sh.
Siddaramaiah, accompanied by Union Ministers
Nirmala Sitaraman and Shobha Karandlaje, Deputy
Chief Minister DK Shivakumar, and several other
dignitaries. Dr. (Mrs.) Tara Satyavathi, Director, IIMR
delivered the Keynote address during the session
theme: Modeling millet value chain for global food
security on the topic “Strategies for enhancing
production and productivity in millets”.
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Sh. Vijay Paul Sharma, the Chairman of the
Commission for Agricultural Costs & Prices (CACP),
New Delhi and his team members, Dr. Naveen P Singh,
Shri Ratan Lal Daga and Shri Anupam Mitra visited
ICAR-IMR on 20 January, 2024. The team was
received by Dr. B Dayakar Rao, Principal Scientist and

e ot Millots
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CEO, Nutrihub -IIMR and Dr. B Venkatesh Bhat,
Principal Scientist. Dr. Dayakar Rao explained the team
about the ongoing research activities of IIMR. The team
also explained about popularization of production
technologies and commercialization of value —added
products and gaining domestic and global demand for
millets. Later, the team visited Centre of Excellence,
Technology Business Incubator and other millet
processing facilities. The team was very much
impressed with the millet production technologies and
millet processing facilities, Nutrihub activities and value
chain developed by IIMR.

Director, Centre for Crops and
Food Innovation, Murdoch University, Ausiralia visited
ICAR-IIMR on 4 January, 2024. Dr.(Mrs.) Tara

Satyavathi, Director and other scientific fraternity of

IMR felicitated him for attaining the prestigious position
and his contributions in genomics, genetics, molecular
breeding research. Dr. Varshney had a detailed
dialogue with lIMR team on issues of mutual interest. He
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also visited Centre on Excellence, Technology Business
Incubator and other millet processing facilities.

Agri Biotech Foundation, Hyderabad and
Former Professor of Plant Sciences, University of

Hyderabad visited IIMR on 16 January, 2024. Dr.

(Mrs.) Tara Satyavathi explained him the recent
activities of IMR. He interacted with the [IMR Scientists.

the campaigner of Millets, who
is travelling from Kashmir to Kanyakumari (4200 km)

on bicycle visited IIMR on 17 January, 2024. Dr. (Mrs.)
Tara Satyavathi, Director — IIMR felicitated him for his
inimitable efforts to popularize millets across the
nation.

On the recommendation of the ASRB, Dr. KN
Ganapathy, Senior Scientist
(Genetics & Plant Breeding), IIMR-
Hyderabad has been promoted as
Principal Scientist (Genetics & Plant
Breeding).  The  millet  family
congratulates Dr. Ganapathy for this
elevation and wishes him many more
honours in future.

Gopi Kishan, Scientist (Plant Pathology), in
compliance of Council's transfer order, joined at
Regional Research Station on Pearl Millet of ICAR-
Indian Institute  of Millets Research, located at
Gudamalani, Barmer, Rajasthan on 01 January, 2024.
Earlier, he was working at ICAR-Indian Institute of
Seed Science, Mau. IIMR welcomes him to the millets
family.
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Shri G Samaiah, who was extending services as a
Skilled Supporting Staff at ICAR-
Indian Institute of Millets Research
(IIMR), Hyderabad, breathed his last
on 23 January, 2024. Mr. Samaiah
attended his dufies at various fields,
of IIMR-Hyderabad for more than 35
years. The Staff of IIMR recollected his ||

services fo the institute and expressed

condolences to the bereaved family.

One-day training programme on millet Value chain for
SHG women from Vilkarabad, Telanagana was
organized at IMR-Nutrihub on 25 January, 2024.

Total 38 women participated in this programme. Drs.
Dayakar Rao and V Ravikumar coordinated this
programme.

One-day training programme on millet Value Addition
for spouses of Military Jawans, Hyderabad,
Telanagana was organized at IIMR-Nutrihub on 27
January, 2024. Total 26 women participated in this
programme . Drs. Dayakar Rao and V Ravikumar
coordinated this programme.

A group of 250 students from Kendriya Vidyalaya

No.1, Uppal, Hyderabad, visited ICAR-IIMR,
Hyderabad on January 17 and 18 January, 2024.
[ N /’_‘ L&) 2y ' ,‘é
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During the visit, Mr. Neeraj Kumar Prajapati,
renowned as the Bicycle Man of India, interacted with
the students, sharing his insights into the promotion of
agriculture and millets. Dr.(Mrs.) Tara Satyavathi,
Director, IIMR enlightened the students' knowledge by
delivering a talk on the health benefits and the role of
millets in daily life. The students had the opportunity to
explore the fields and had hands-on knowledge about
the millet primary machinery. Dr Sangappa, scientist,
IMR and Dr. Rafi coordinated this visit.

A total of 100 B. Sc (Agri) Students from Kerala
Agriculture  University, Vellanikkara, Kerala visited
ICAR-IIMR on 17 January, 2024. The visit was

organized as a part of their educational visit to
Hyderabad. The students witnessed the millet genetic
diversity being conserved and characterised at
Genebank, and they also were taken to the millet demo
fields, Nutrihub and other facilities. Dr Karnam
Venkatesh, senior scientist, Sh. Rajoppa, STO
inferacted with the students coordinated their visit at
[IMR.

80 Agriculture Students from SRM University, College
of agriculture, Chennai, visited ICAR-IIMR-Hyderabad
on 8 January, 2024. The visit was as part of their
industrial exposure visit. The students visited millet
demo Field, millets Gene bank and observed the millet
genetic diversity being conserved and characterised at
Gene bank. They were also explained the nutritional
and health benefits of millets and urged them to diverse
their food plates with millets to combat the lifestyle
diseases. Dr K Venkatesh, Rajoppa coordinated the
visit to Gene bank of IMR,

As a part of exposure visit, a total of 21 farmers from
Tamil Noadu visited ICAR-IMR, Hyderabad on 4
January 2024 to empower with the sustainable
farming practices and latest Millet technologies. This
visit was organized by ATMA and emphasized the
significance of millet crop diversity and encouraged
farmers to consider integrating millets into their existing
cultivation practices.
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Twenty-five Farmers from different villages of Etah
district Uttar Pradesh visited ICAR-IIMR on 08 January,

2024. The visit was sponsored by the Uttar Pradesh
state Agriculture department. As part of their visit, the
farmers visited millets genebank and witnessed the
millet genetic diversity being conserved. Dr Karnam
Venkatesh who interacted with the Farmers and showed
millet Germplasm diversity.

Nine farmers of Shri Hari SHG group, Voradism,
Bhusawal, Maharashtra through ATMA under the
leadership of Shri Pramod Jadhav visited ICAR-IIMR on

16 January, 2024 under the inter-State Exposure visit.

They were briefed about the millets cultivation, value
addition and processing. Dr Mahesh Kumar, Assistant |

Chief Technical Officer (OL) coordinated the visit.

As a part of exposure visit directors and farmers from
Urban Rural Agrofly Farmer Producer Company
Limited, Maharashtra, visited ICAR-IMR, Hyderabad
on 22 January 2024. During this visit farmer visited
millet fields and they were explained about millet
cultivation practices, latest agro-techniques, crop

Ten farmers from Agriculture Department, Gazipur,
Uttar Pradesh under the leadership of Shri Ashok

Kumar Singh visited ICAR-IMR on 29 January, 2024
under the inter-State Exposure visit on Millets. They
were briefed about the millets cultivation, processing,
value addition and Nutrihub. Dr Mahesh Kumar,
Assistant Chief Technical Officer (OL) coordinated the
visit.

Twenty-five Farmers from Vikarabad district of
Telangana visited |ICAR-IIMR, HYDERABAD on 25
January, 2024. As part of their visit, the farmers
visited millets fields, Nutrihub, Millet Processing units
and CoE of IIMR. Dr V Ravikumar, STO who inferacted
with the farmers and explained about the millet value
added products, their nutritional  benefits and
increasing market demand for millets.

| Twenty-three trainees from MANAGE, Hyderabad

visited ICAR-IMR on 12 January, 2024 under the
leadership of Ms. Bammidi Ujjawala, Consultant,
MANAGE, Hyderabad. They were briefed about the
IIMR, Millets cultivation, Nutrihub & CoE activities and
primary & secondary processing of Millets. This visit
facilitated and coordinated by Dr. Mahesh Kumar,

management strategies, sustainable farming practices Assistant Chief Technical Officer (OL) with the help of

and primary processing techniques in millets.
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Nutrihub team.
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Sixteen trainees of Joint training programme "Millet
Advisory  Training Programme" organised by
MANAGE and ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad visited Millets
Gene bank at ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research,
Hyderabad to know about the local and farmer’s
varieties collection, conservation and utilization on 24
January, 2024. The visit was co-ordinated by Dr K.
Venkatesh and Mr. A. Sai Karthik and explained the
activities being undertaken at ICAR-IIMR gene bank.

A total of six Agriculture officers from Haryana State
Agriculture Department, Ambala visited ICAR-IIMR, on
18 January 2024. The Agriculture officers visited
millets Genebank and other research facilities at IIMR.
Dr. Karnam Venkatesh inferacted with the officers and
explained about the diversity in millet germplasm and
being conserved and characterised. Ms Usha Satija,

Tech. Assistant conducted the field and lab visits and
briefed about the research activities being taken up at
IMR. The above visitors were briefed about the millets
cultivation, availability of varietal technologies, Millets
Germplasm, millet value addition and processing
machineries.

Dr. C. Tara Satyavathi, Director, IIMR, invited as
esteemed panelist and speakerat  the  International
Trade Fair “Organics and Millets- 2024”

Govt. of Karnatcka at Bengaluru on
January, 2024

Dr. C. Tara Satyavathi, Director, IIMR attended as
Guest of Honour for the Launching of Enterprise and
Company Llogo of participants of Jai Jawan Kisan
Program sponsored by NABARD and delivered Guest
of Honour address at MANAGE, Hyderabad

January, 2024,

Dr. Sangappa, Scientist from ICAR-IIMR, delivered a
lecture titled "Millet FPOs: Connecting dots between
farmers and consumers" during two-day collaborative
online webinar series "Coop Millets Renaissance"
organized by the National Cooperative Union of Indig,
New Delhi, on 9 January, 2024.
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| “Millets
| participants of 15 days Certified Farmer Advisor
' training programme organised by MANAGE and

Dr. Swarna Ronanki, Scientist Delivered an online
guest lecture on “Advanced cultivation practices and
improved millet technologies” to the trainees of Coop
Millets Renaissance: Training of trainers on millets
promotion organized by National cooperative union of
India, New Delhi on 10 January, 2024.

Dr. Amasiddha B., Scientist, delivered a lecture on
18 January, 2024 on the topic “Improved Millets
Production Practices for higher yield” to the
participants of online training program on ‘Market-
Driven Millets Production, Processing and Value
Addition Technologies’ being organized during 16-18
January, 2024 ot MANAGE, Hyderabad.

Dr. Sangappa, scientist, delivered a talk on 18
January, 2024 on post-harvest management of millets
highlighting the importance of marketing, processing
and value addition for entrepreneurship development
to the participants of online training program on
‘Market-Driven  Millets Production, Processing and
Value Addition Technologies’ being organized during
16-18 January, 2024 at MANAGE, Hyderabad.

Dr. K Venkatesh, delivered an Invited lecture on
genetic resources management’ to the

ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad on 23 January, 2024.

Dr. Swarna Ronanki, Scientist Delivered a lecture on
“Improved production practices of millets” in Telugu
language to the farmers of Sangareddy district of
Telangana under the training program on “Millets and
allied farming” for trial farmers of FFP project on 24
January, 2024.

Dr. Amasiddha B., Scientist, delivered a lecture on
"Improved cultivation practices in Barnyard Millet and
its  utilization for nutritional  security" to  the
participants of Certified Farm Advisor trainees on

25 January, 2024 ot MANAGE, Hyderabad in the 15
days CFA training programme.

Dr. Swarna Ronanki, Scientist Delivered a lecture
on “Farm mechanization in millets cultivation” to the
trainees of certified farm advisor on millets program
organized by MANAGE on 29 January, 2024.

Dr. Sangappa, Scientist from ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad
delivered a lecture on “Role of FPOs for climate risk in
a training program on “Institutional innovations for
climate resilient Agriculture management’ organized
by ICAR-CRIDA in collaboration with MANAGE on 31
January 2024.

Participation in Organic and Millets Mela-2024: The
Jewargi Taluka Millets Farmers Producer Company
Limited, supported by ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad, actively
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participated in the Organic and Millets Mela -2024 at

Bengaluru during 5-7 January, 2024 and showcased
various millet value-added products.

RAGI KANA event organized by Ramakrishna Mission:
Jewargi Taluka Millets Farmer Producer Company Limited
(FPCL), supported by ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad, actively took
part in the RAGI KANA EVENT organized by Ramakrishna

Mission, Bangalore on 7 January, 2024.

NABARD Crafts Mela: Lambasingi Tribal Products FPC
Ltd, promoted by ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad, and NABARD
AP, situated in the Chintapalli block of the Alluri Sitarama
Raju district, actively participated in the NABARD Crafts
Mela held at Vijayawada during 3 — 12 January, 2024

where they showcased their diverse range of millet
products.

Micro Enterprise Development at Village Level:
The National Institute of Agriculture Marketing (NIAM)
Jaipur in collaboration with Sanskrit RUDES and Gram
Vishwas FPO promoted by ICAR —IIMR, Hyderabad hosted
a three-day training program on "Micro Enterprise
Development at Gram Vishwas FPO office Mehkar during
13-15 January 2024.

DDM, NABARD visits Prema Sai Navakisan FPFO MACS
ITD:  Mr.  Samanth DDM, NABARD-
Visakhapatnam visited M/s. Premasai Navakisan FPO
MACS LTD, Nathavaram block of Anakapalli district
Andhra Pradesh promoted by ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad on
19 January,2024.

Kumar
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Certified Millets Advisor Program Module: MANAGE
and ICAR-IIMR jointly inaugurated the Certified Millets
Advisor Program (CFA) Module - Il from January 22 to
February 05, 2024.The program aimed to develop
Certified Millet Advisors who can provide millet expert
extension services to farmers from state and central
governments.

Nidgundi FPO at Krishi Mela 2024: Nidgundi Sri Hadi
Basanappa Oilseed and Millets Producer Company Limited
promoted by ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad exhibited a diverse
range of millet value-added products at Krishi Mela 2024
organized by the College of Agriculture, Vijayapura,
Karnataka on 22 January, 2024.

of Aland Bhootai Millets FPCL
Procurement center: Aland Bhootai Millets Farmers
Producers Company established millet procurement centre
at the FPO level with the technical support of ICAR-IIMR,
Hyderabad and SFAC, New Delhi on 23 January 2024.

Inauguration

Exposure visit of Telangana FPOs: Tekmal, Yeldurthy,
Palamuru, Dundubi, Balanagar & Devakadra Farmers
Producer Company Limited promoted by ICAR-Indian
Institute of Millet Research, Hyderabad with the help of

NABARD & NCDC visited Katangur FPCL in Nalgonda
district as a part of awareness program on 25 January
2024. Mr. Narasimha Reddy, CEO of Katangur FPO
explained the viable agriculture technologies available for
FPOs. Dr. Sangappa, Dr. Srinivasa Babu, Dr. Rafi and Mr.
Ramakiran coordinated this visit.

Swavalamban Mela 2024, Kalaburgi: Jewragi Taluka
Millets FPCL promoted by ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad
participated in Swavalamban Mela 2024 event held at
Kalaburgi from January 16-18, 2024 organized by
AWAKE, SIDBI, and District Industries of Commerce (DIC).
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S. Name of
No. Employee

Programme details

Type

Organized by

Dates

1 C. Tara Satyavathi

Online Review Meeting of ATR of ICAR Institutes
(VPKAS, Almora, CAZRI, Jodhpur, IISWC, Deh-

radun)

02 Jan, 2024

2 C. Tara Satyavathi

Online Review Meeting of ATR of ICAR Institutes
{NIBSM, Raipur, NIASM, Baramati, NBPGR, New
Delhi, CSSRI, Karnal, NRC Yak, Dirang)

4 C. Tara Satyavathi

Online Review Meeting of ATR of ICAR Institutes
(Dte. Of Weed Research, Jabalpur, Dte. OF Poul-
try Research, Hyderabad, Dte. Of Foot & Mouth
Disease, Bhubaneswar, CIRB, Hisar)

5 C. Tara Satyavathi

Online Review Meeting of ATR of ICAR Institutes
{NRC Camel, Bikaner, NRC Meat,

Hyderabad, NRC Mithun, Medziphema, NRC
Pig, Guwahati, CSWRI, Avikanagar)

6 | C. Tara Satyavathi

online interaction meeting with ICAR Scientists
called by the Secretary (DARE) & DG (ICAR).

7 Swarna Ronanki

Attended webinar on “International {India-
exchange of experience sharing and capacity
building program to expand the cultivation, use
and processing of millet as a climate-

crop, and to strengthen agrobiodiversity, bal-
anced nutrition, Millet value chain, Value addi-
tion and Entrepreneurship in Africa”

8-11

8 | C. Tara Satyavathi

Attended the Investment forum for advancing
climate resilient agrifood systems. Panelist during
the session.

Food and Agricul-
ture Organization of
the United Nations,

18-

9 | C. Tara Satyavathi

Meeting on Price Policy for Kharif Crops 2024-25
Marketing Season with concermned Organiza-
tions/ Associations related to Rice, Maize, Millets

Commission for Ag-
ricultural Costs &
New Delhi

10 | C. Tara Satyavathi

International Symposium on Gut Health & Lifestyle
Disorders.

GUT Health, New
Delhi

11 | C. Tara Satyavathi

Performance review meeting of INSPIRE Faculty
Fellow under the Life Sciences-Plant/Agri / Veter-
inary subject area

DST at Centre for

Cellular and Molecu-
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