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Special Swachha Bharat Abhiyan – Month long celebrations
A “Special Swachha Bharat Abhiyan” programme was organized by ICAR‐Indian Institute of Millets Research, Rajendranagar, Hy‐
derabad in adopted village; Chalki in Nyalkal mandal of Sangareddy District of Telangana State under Farmer First Project on 8th
October, 2021 to commemorate Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. The main objective of the programme was for creating
awareness about importance of cleanliness in our life, and role of millets to secure sustainable livelihood, health and zero hunger.
Outdoor Special National Swachhta Campaign and activities:
@ Chalki , Telangana : An awareness program was organized for the villagers on 8th October 2021 at ZPHS school in Chalki village.
Total 200 farmers including Sh. Ganga Mohan, Head master, teachers and school children of Zilla Parishad School, Sh. Shaker
Reddy ji, husband of Sarpanch of the Chalki village,
other members, namely; Sh. Jaheer, Sh. Prakash,
Panchayat members, Sh. U. Rajappa and Sh. Riyazud‐
din, Directors of Chalki FPO, Smt. Azam Patel, Sh.
Gopal Reddy, FPO members, Sh. J. Malla Reddy, Re‐
porter of local Surya newspaper, Sh. Veer Shetty, NGO
persons from SS Bhavani Food, village farmers and
project staff of ICAR‐IIMR, took part in the pro‐
gramme. The FFP project team of Dr. Rajendra R.
Chapke, Principal Scientist (PS) and Principal Investi‐
gator (PI) namely, Dr. Sangappa, Scientist, Dr. B.S.
Kanthi Sri, S.R.F., Mr. B. Bharath, S.R.F., NASF Project,
Mr. M. Bhagath Reddy, T.A. FFP, Mr. M. Vinodh and
Mr. Sai Teja, Skilled staff, ICAR‐IIMR, Mr. B. Rajesh participated the programme. All the participants gathered at Zilla Parishad
School, Chalki and Sh. U. Rajappa, Director of Chalki FPO and Sh. Ganga Mohan, Headmaster of the school welcomed all the par‐
ticipants and IIMR team. He said, first time such awareness campaign on “Swachha Bharat Abhiyan” was organized including vil‐
lage farmers and children together. On this occasion, scientist Dr. Sangappa gave a brief on the importance on personal hygiene.
Dr. B.S. Kanthi Sri briefed about importance and objective of the programme and details of the project objectives which were
much useful for their socio‐economic upliftment. She urged the participants that maintaining personal as well as our surrounding
hygiene is very much essential as we are experiencing adverse effects of COVID 19 and rising cases of dengue infections. Dr. San‐
gappa also narrated importance of cleanliness in various aspects of life including environment, personal health, agriculture and
surroundings. He urged participants to maintain cleanliness in day‐to‐day life which is one of the most important elements of
healthy life. Mr. Veer Shetty, Entrepreneur, SS Bavani Foods, Hyderabad also advised them to keep surroundings and household
clean on regular basis. He also informed that the demand of the millet’s food products is increasing now‐a‐days and promotion of
millets food products would be most profitable options. Dr. (Mrs.) B S. Kanthi Sri, SRF, Mr. B. Bharath, S.R.F., NASF Project and Mr.
Bhagat Reddy, Technical Assistant of the project allocated seeds of high yielding varieties of rabi sorghum along with resource ma‐
terial on improved production and processing millets technologies in Telugu language as ready reference. Thereafter, premises of
the school and roads were cleaned up by all the participants. Thus, message of cleanliness and its importance in our life was given
to all the villagers. This programme was coordinated by the project team of Dr. Chapke, PS & PI, FFP, ICAR‐IIMR, Hyderabad.
@ Kethireddypallli, Telangana: ICAR‐Indian Institute
of Millets Research, Hyderabad conducted an Out‐
door Special National Swachhta Campaign on the
topic “Waste to Wealth” at Kethireddypallli village in
Mahabubnagar district of Telangana state on 12 Oc‐
tober, 2021. The IIMR staff ‐ Drs. KBRS Visarada, San‐
gappa C, K Srinivasa babu, Jinu Jacob, P Sanjana
Reddy, R. Venkateswarlu, Karanam Venkatesh, Ms.
VSG Parvathi, Dr. V Ravi Kumar, Ms. Usha Satija, J
Narasimha, Ms. Kanti Sree and Mr. Giri participated
in this interactive meeting at Kethireddipalli village.
Nearly 200 farmers including about 25 women farm‐
ers attended the meet. They were explained about
Millets Newsletter No. 216 ; October, 2021

Page 1 of 8

the benefits of waste recycling and make money out of it cit‐
ing successful model villages like Gandipet. Short films on
technologies developed by ICAR for recycling farm waste and
kitchen waste were screened. This event was coordinated by
Drs. Sangappa C and KBRS Visarada, Principal Scientist, IIMR as
per the ICAR‐ NRM Division guidelines.
@ Timmaredypally, Telangana: Swachh Bharat Programme
was organized at Timmaredypally village of Balnagar Mandal,
Mahaboobnagar district, Telangana State on 22 October,
2021. In this event focus was on awareness about universal
sanitation coverage in rural areas. All participants were also
briefed that the Prime Minister of India had launched the
Swachh Bharat Mission on 2 October 2014. All participants

Bank was taken up on 22 October 2021 under the Special
Swachhta Campaign. IIMR has the collection of germplasm
from all the millet species amounting to 52000 lines. The 10‐
year old multiplied germplasm seeds are removed for duplica‐
tion and regeneration in the Millet‐Genebank. These seeds will
be multiplied to add new seed to the MTS during Rabi 2021‐
22. Inventory on 12,000 accessions of sorghum regenerated
during Rabi 2012‐13 were done to clear ~5000 accessions.
Removal of Unserviceable Items: Segregation of scrap for
auctioning was held on 23 October, 2021. Unserviceable items
and unused items from different sections were collected
through inventory. They are segregated into different catego‐
ries as per guidelines and auctioned. Other office room clean‐
ing activities were also taken up.

Training on the occasion of Mahila Kisan Diwas
@ Kothavalasa, Andhra Pradesh: A Training program on the
occasion of Mahila Kisan Diwas was organized on 15 October
2021 on the occasion of Mahila Kisan Diwas on the topic of
“Role of Nutricereals in women and child health” by K Jogi
Naidu. SVDS. K Saraswati, SABALA, AP and ICAR‐ Indian Insti‐

were briefed about cleanliness activities in the routine in their
houses and their surroundings with safe management prac‐
tices of solid and liquid waste in villages.
Mr Prashant Reddy, Agricultural Officer, Dept. of Agriculture,
Balanagar Mandal, Telangana State, gave talk on “Cleanliness
measures adopted in agriculture and its related sectors”. Smt.
Narmada Reddy, President highlighted the importance of toi‐
lets and their use in rural areas. She also said that funds were
allotted for construction of toilets in 2020‐21 in this village. Dr
B Subbarayudu, Principal Scientist briefed about cleanliness in
rural areas and also on “Improved methods of millets cultiva‐
tion, production, productivity and their value addition” in this
event. All millet food products were displayed in this event.
COVID 19 preventive measures were adopted in this pro‐
gramme.
In this programme, Timmareddypally villagers and neighbour‐
ing village farmers (Himajipur and Devunigutta tanda) (200)
also participated and cleaned the school premises. Refresh‐
ments and millets biscuits were served to participants. Mr
Surendar Goud, Teacher Elementary School, Mr J Narasimha,
Sri Lingareddy, Sri J Sattaiah, Mr Kumar, Sri J Lingam Km Su‐
shma, AEO and Mr Praveen Kumar and others extended their
cooperation and support for the completion of event. Dr. B
Subbarayudu and Dr. RR Chapke coordinated and organized
this event.
@ IIMR, Hyderabad:
Germplasm Unit: Cleaning of germplasm unit including gene
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tute of Millets Research, Hyderabad. The program was con‐
ducted through a virtual platform by the gracious presence of
the Director of IIMR Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Chairman Dr. K B R S
Visarada, Principal Scientist, ICAR‐IIMR, Lead speaker Dr. CV
Ratnavathi, Principal Scientist, ICAR‐IIMR. Dr. Ratnavathi em‐
phasized on the health of the women and children for a
healthy future. For achieving this target of nutritional security
she put forth the importance of nutrient enriched food where
she highlighted on the importance of nutri‐cereals in providing
health benefits. A balanced and healthy life is only possible by
the inclusion of a diverse group of food having balanced pro‐
portion of carbohydrates, protein, fat including vitamins, min‐
erals as well as micro nutrients. This can be achieved by add‐
ing the nutri‐cereals in the day to day diet to get whole re‐
quirement of nutrition for the body on a regular basis.
Through this training, the significance of millets in bringing a
desirable change in human health was presented.
Vigilance Awareness Week observed
Vigilance awareness week was observed at ICAR‐Indian Insti‐
tute of Millets Research, Hyderabad from 26 October, 2021 to
2 November, 2021. To mark this occasion, various pro‐
grammes and competitions in this regard were organized.
Staff of IIMR took the pledge on Vigilance Awareness Week
administered in Hindi by Dr. Mahesh Kumar and in English by
Dr. CV Ratnavathi, Vigilance Officer‐IIMR. One Vigilance
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awareness campaign at the IIMR’s adopted village – Odityala in
Mahaboobnagar district, Telangana was organized by the IIMR
team comprising of Dr. R Venkateswarlu, Mr. S Naresh and Mr.
P Ashok on 30 October, 2021. They administered the vigilance
awareness pledge with the farmers and public of the village.
Further, they were appraised about the vigilance rules and
regulations.
An essay writing competition in Hindi and English languages,
Quiz competition and Poster competition were held on the
theme “Independent India @75: Self‐reliance with integrity”

on 30 October, 21 and 1 November, 21. Valedictory ceremony
of Vigilance awareness week was organized on 2 November,
2021 and Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR, distributed prizes
to the winners. He also addressed the staff to be vigilant on
various activities happening at the institute besides scrutinizing
their own activities. All the above events were coordinated by
Dr. CV Ratnavathi, Principal Scientist and Vigilance Officer of
ICAR‐IIMR.
Visit to ICAR-DDS KVK, Zaheerabad and DC office,
Bidar
There was a visit to the ICAR‐DDS KVK, Zaheerabad to interact
with senior scientists and Head for FPO linkages on 8 October,
2021. Dr. C Sangappa, Scientist, ICAR‐IIMR visited the KVK, Za‐
heerabad and had a discussion with the scientists about the
helpfulness of forming n FPO and to establish linkages of FPOs
to make it as a successful program. He also met Sr.
Ramachandran, IAS, District Commissioner, Bidar and had a
discussion on introduction of millets in schools and angan‐
wadis. Dr. Sangappa also visited Women and Child Develop‐
ment office Bidar and had a meeting with the Deputy Director
of WCD with an invitation for inaugural function of millet proc‐
essing unit established by ICAR‐IIMR Hyderabad at Hulsoor
Mahila Kissan Farmer Producer Organization and discussed on
the inclusion and promotion of millets in the meals of schools
and anganwadis.
ICAR-IIMR Participated in the Interaction Meeting of
ICAR Scientists with DG, ICAR
Forty scientists of ICAR‐IIMR participated in the Virtual Interac‐
tion Meeting of ICAR Scientists with Dr Trilochan Mohapatra
Secretary, DARE & DG, ICAR on 28th October 2021. DG‐ICAR
presented the achievements of the Council. During the interac‐
tion Dr Dayakar Rao requested the DG‐ICAR to include the
Millets Newsletter No. 216 ; October, 2021

value chain in other crops. IIMR has submitted the following
issues to the Council. 1. Council is giving more emphasis on
publication of research articles in high rated reputed journals
which we appreciate and also follow. But, we need to encour‐
age to enhance publishing our best papers in home grown
journals to bring them to forefront as World’s reputed jour‐
nals. 2. Implementation of 5‐days working week for having
better work‐life balance. 3. Making ARMS as single window
solution by integrating all other information systems viz., ERP,
MIS & FMS, TMIS, HYPM etc., to avoid duplication of data en‐
try and wastage of time. 4. Restoration of five non com‐
pounded advance increments for higher education (MSc and
PhD increments). May please be considered. 5. Ten thousands
FPOs are proposed to be formed in each block/mandal/taluka
as per the guidelines issued by MoA &FW in the next Five
years. In order to make FPOs as sustainable and viable com‐
pany owned by farmers, every Institute of ICAR must handhold
and advice at least few FPOs to enable them to become more
sustainable and commercially viable. 6. Minimizing other ac‐
tivities in score cards will enable the Scientists to focus and
devote more time on research activities. 7. Simplifying admin‐
istrative procedures for procurement of equipment and con‐
sumables to reduce waiting period so that they become avail‐
able on the dot. 8. A policy and strategy needs to be drawn by
ICAR to support minor crops of Indian origin. The research
investment in these crops needs to increase substantially. The
logistic arrangement for the event through webex and zoom
platform was made by Drs M Elangovan and Mr OV Ramana.

Hindi Chetana Maas – Celebrations
Hindi Chetana Maas was celebrated during 14 September – 13
October, 2021 at IIMR, Hyderabad. The programme was inau‐
gurated by Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR on 14 September,
2021 by lightning the lamp. Various competitions including
Extempore, Noting & Drafting, Essay writing, Interview,
Antyakshari, Quick recognition of Hindi Alphabets, Hindi Text
Reading, and Poster Presentation and Quiz competitions were
held during the Chetana Maas. Scientists, Technical and Ad‐
ministrative personnel of the institute participated in the
above competitions with great enthusiasm. Besides, there was
a signature campaign in Hindi during the month, in which all
the officers and employees signed their official documents in
Hindi.
Valedictory ceremony of Hindi Chetana Mass was conducted

on 30 October, 2021. At the outset, Dr. Jinu Jacob, Senior Sci‐
entist & OIC Hindi Cell presented the report on official lan‐
guage implementation at IIMR during last year. Dr. Mahesh
Kumar, Senior Technical Officer (OL) presented a report on the
programmes organized during Hindi Chetana Mass. Dr. Vilas A
Tonapi distributed the cash awards and certificates to the win‐
ners of various competitions and gave away the consolation
prizes and certificates to the other participants. He also hon‐
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ored the judges and felicitators of the various competitions
organized during Hindi Chetana Maas by presenting them Me‐
mentos & certificates. Dr. Tonapi expressed happiness for
more participation in the programmes organized during Hindi
Chetana Maas and said that despite our institution being full of

diversities, continuous progress is being seen in implementa‐
tion of the official language Hindi. He also said that implemen‐
tation of official language can be done easily on e‐office and
this institute is moving forward in this direction. The pro‐
gramme concluded with vote of thanks by Dr. Mahesh Kumar
and followed by the National Anthem. The above programme
was coordinated by Dr. Jinu Jacob and Dr. Mahesh Kumar.
Visit of ICRISAT delegates
Dr Kuldeep Singh, Head Genebank (Consultant) and Dr M
Vetriventhan, Senior Scientist (Genetic Resources) visited Mil‐
lets Genebank, ICAR‐IIMR on 25 October 2021. They appreci‐
ated the efforts on documentation and publication of pedigree
database, potential genotypes identified and distribution of
millets germplasm at ICAR‐IIMR. the team also visited the fin‐
ger millet research field at IIMR, related to the program on
‘identification of SNPs for seed longevity traits in small millets’
led by Dr. N Kannababu. Under this program, the seed multipli‐
cation of 303 genotypes of finger millet diverse panel‐core col‐
lection was carried out during rainy season of 2021. Most of
the genotypes were at flowering and some at seed maturation
stages. The delegates observed the genetic expression of these
genotypes in field, and discussed on various traits. Drs. Kanna‐

babu, Nepolean, Ganapathy, Venkateswarlu and IK Das ex‐
plained the delegates the details of ongoing finger millet pro‐
grams at IIMR related to various aspects of seed science,
breeding, biochemistry and pathology; and clarified the que‐
ries raised by the delegates. In addition to finger millet, the
ICRISAT delegates also expressed their willingness to extend
the collaboration with IIMR, on ‘identification of SNPs for seed
longevity traits in other small millets’ during the years to come.
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World Food Day celebrated
ICAR Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad spon‐
sored the Millet processing unit and Farmer Training Cell at
M/s. Hulsoor Mahila Kisan Millets Producer Company Limited,
Hulsoor, Karnataka, these units were inaugurated on the eve
of World Food Day on 16 October, 2021 by Sh. Shivanand
mahaswamiji. The program was chaired by Mr. Sharanu Sala‐
gar, MLA of Basavakalyana. Dr. Sangappa, scientist ICAR‐Indian
Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad gave introductory
remarks, he mentioned about the importance of millets in
daily life. Dr. Sunikumar N M, senior scientist and head, KVK,
Bidar addressed the gathering and spoke on the importance of
Farmer Producer Company. Mr. Marthanda, M, The Asst. Di‐
rector of Agriculture, Basavakalyana called the farmers to
make use of the facilities of the department also he assured
farmers that he is going to extend all the possible help. Mr.
Mallappa Dhabale, Progressive farmer stated that, through
cultivation of millets farmers we can improve their socioeco‐
nomic conditions. Dr. Sudhakar Biradar. Health Expert told

about the importance of millets for good health. Mr. Salagar
shared his experience on benefits of consuming millets. Dr.
Shiva Kumar swamiji admired the wonderful work done by
ICAR‐IIMR, Hyderabad. About 500 farmers including Smt. Sha‐
kuntala Gouda and Mr. Venkatesh Mani, Board of Directors,
shareholders of FPC and other farmers participated in this
event. IIMR exhibited the value‐added millet products.
Monitoring of AICRP on Sorghum and Small millets
centres held
Virtual monitoring of AICRP on Sorghum and AICRP on Small
millets centres was organized by IIMR during 30 September to
5 October 2021 on online mode. The centres were supplied
with a proforma to report the total trials allotted and under‐
taken during kharif 2021 season, rainfall and weather situation
since sowing, disease/insect pattern, area under the crops and
other general aspects, crop stage, discipline‐wise report of the
trials including FLDs, specific diseases/pests observed, control
measures adopted, anticipated date of harvesting and data
uploading, station trials and breeding activities. During the
virtual monitoring, the concerned scientists of the centres
made presentation on the discipline‐wise progress so far un‐
der the AICRP trials along with field photographs of general
crop condition and trial execution, promising entries, disease
and pest situation in the farmers’ fields, FLDs allotted, Breeder
seed production, etc. The crossing programme, different state
trials and station experiments undertaken were also high‐
lighted by each centre. The respective Principal Investigators
of Sorghum and Small millets interacted with the scientists of
the centres and suggested corrective measures wherever
some deviations were observed. All the Centres which have
undertaken specialty sorghum trials were requested to send
good quality grain samples soon after harvest for biochemical
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analysis. Grain samples from advanced trials were also to be

pal scientist, nodal officer, ZTMU, IIMR along with the opening
remarks of Dr. K Srinivas, ADG (IPTM, ICAR) and Dr. Vilas A
Tonapi, Director, IIMR. In this program, Dr. K Srinivas, Dr. Shiv
Datt, Dr. Manju Gerard put forth about sensitization of PSF,
collaborative research projects and IP management. A brief
idea on Commercialization of technologies, IP and plant varie‐
ties was given by Dr. Sudha Mysore and Dr. K Srinivas. Dr. Vik‐
ram Singh, Sh. V K Pandey, US, Sh. Jitender Kumar, S.O. pre‐
sented report on online updating of Technologies, IP, submis‐
sion of UC and demand. Later, the respective Directors or rep‐
resentatives from the ICAR institutes presented their presen‐
tation on their respective institutes.
International Training Programme on Seed Production
ICAR ‐ Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad coordi‐
nated in organizing the international training programme by
ICAR‐Indian Institute of Horticultural Research, Bengaluru on
“International Capacity Building training programme on Seed
Production (Southern Zone for Tomato and Pepper)” under
the aegis of Indo‐German Cooperation on Seed Sector Devel‐
opment (Sponsored by Department of Agriculture, Coopera‐
tion, and Farmers Welfare, Ministry of Agriculture (DAC&FW),
Govt. of India, during October 3‐6, 2021 for the Officials of
State Department of Agriculture, National Seed Corporation,
State Seed Corporations, ICAR Institutes, State Agricultural
Universities and Private Seed Industry. A total of 150 trainees

sent by Chamarajnagar, Coimbatore, Akola and Udaipur for
grain quality analysis. The local germplasms collected/
maintained at the different centres have to be shared with
IIMR along with passport data for submission to NBPGR. Dr.
Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR and Project Coordinator ex‐
pressed overall satisfaction on the performance of majority of
centres during the season. He cautioned that some centres are
expected to put more efforts for generating quality data, de‐
velopment of cultivars and technologies, and thereby improv‐
ing the visibility, and the budget release under new EFC will be
based on the performance. The outputs from each discipline
will also decide the redeployment of staff as well as continua‐
tion of some centres in the new EFC. He suggested all the PIs to
use the generated data over the years to bring out good publi‐
cations involving multiple centres and contributors. Apart from
online mode, the Directors of Research of respective Universi‐
ties were requested to constitute local monitoring teams com‐
prising members from all the disciplines for physically monitor‐
ing the centres and provide report and feedback on the con‐
duct of trial. The online monitoring was coordinated by Drs. C.
Aruna and Hariprasanna K. along with the PIs of Sorghum and
Small millets.

participated in the webinar from all over India, including pub‐
lic and private sector representatives and academia. The webi‐
nar was inaugurated on 3 October, 2021 by Director, ICAR‐
IIHR, Bengaluru. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR presided
over the valedictory session. The three days webinar dealt
with various topics in the broad areas of Tomato, Pepper Seed
Production and seedling grafting, Applications of molecular
markers for genetic purity of vegetables, pollen cryo preserva‐
tion in vegetable crops for hybrid seed production, Pre and
Post‐harvest technology in Tomato and Pepper, Requirements
for international seed trading of Tomato and Pepper etc. with
Review and sensitization workshop of ZTMUs, ITMUs, informative lectures by experts from India and abroad. From
PMEs under NAIF scheme.
IIMR side, Drs. Sooganna and Venkatesh Bhat coordinated the
The IIMR organized a meeting on the zoom platform to review conduct of the training, under the guidance of Dr. Vilas A
ZTMUs, ITMUs, PMEs under NAIF schemes by ICAR ‐ Intellec‐ Tonapi.
tual Property and Technology Management unit (IP&TM unit)
on 11 October 2021. In the webinar two shifts were organized IIMR Participated in the National Consultation
where the first shift was for knowing the progress of institutes Dr. Vilas A Tonapi and Dr. M Elangovan participated in the
coming under south zone and the second shift was for the pro‐ National Consultation on Plant‐based Local Food System for
nd
gress of institutes coming under north zone. The webinar was Health and Nutrition ‐ a side event of 2 International Agro‐
started with the welcome address of Dr. B Dayakar Rao, Princi‐ biodiversity Congress organized by Alliance of Biodiversity
Millets Newsletter No. 216 ; October, 2021

Page 5 of 8

International and International Centre for Tropical Agriculture
(CIAT), Indian Society of Plant Genetic Resources (ISPGR), Inter‐

IIMR and displayed the millets and the value‐added products
to create awareness among the farmers.
Lectures
Dr. M Elangovan, Principal Scientist, ICAR‐IIMR delivered an
Invited lecture during the National Webinar on Nutri‐cereals
Genetic Resources Management at the School of Agricultural
Sciences, Bharath Institute of Higher Education and Research,
Chennai, Tamil Nadu, 11th October 2021. This was partici‐
pated by 150 participants which includes, Professors, Associ‐
ate and Assistant Professors, Research Scholars and Students.

national Crops Research for Semi‐Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) and
Trust for Advancement for Agricultural Sciences (TAAS) on
22nd October 2021. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi presented the topic on
“Millets and Other Nutri‐cereals” under the theme on Status
and Strategies for the Future of Local Food Systems along with
the action points needed to promote the local food system.
Discussion on One-time Grant for upgradation of
ICAR-IIMR into Global Millet Hub
Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, ICAR‐IIMR made brief presentation
to the experts members of the Council on upgradation of ICAR‐

Dr. C Sangappa, Scientist, delivered a guest lecture on “Millets
Processing, value addition and entrepreneurship” at a webinar
organized by ICAR‐KVK, Bidar on 23 October, 2021. He also
delivered a lecture on “Role of Millets in Agricultural Produc‐
tion Systems and Improving Nutritional Outcomes” at a train‐
ing programme on "Sustainable Models on Agriculture –
Nutrition Linkages for better Nutritional Outcomes” organized
by NIRD & PR Hyderabad on 28 October, 2021.
Visit to Raita Shakti Millets FPO – Kankgiri
The Indian Institute of Millet Research, Hyderabad has sup‐
ported formation of 31 FPOs across five states in India. Total
19 FPOs have been initiated in Karnaraka, Under WDD assis‐

IIMR into Global Millet Hub under the One‐time Grant on 29th
October 2021. Dr. Trilochan Mohapatra Secretary, DARE & DG,
ICAR Chaired the session and attended by DDGs, ADGs, Direc‐
tors of ICAR institutes, Project Coordinators of AICRPs, Chefs,
Startups, Department of Agriculture from different State and
Scientists from ICAR‐IIMR.

tance, five FPOs have been implemented in Koppal district of
Karnataka. Dr. Sangappa, Scientist, ICAR‐IIMR, Hyderabad
visited various FPOs in Karnataka on 11 October, 2021, includ‐
ing Kankagiri Raita Shakti Millet Farmer Producer Company,
Sulikere, Kanakagiri; Koppal Millets FP; Irakalgada and Kuka‐
Inauguration of Millet processing unit and farmer noor Dharani FPO, Kudarimoti were visited alongwith research
training units
team with Project Coordinator Mr. Veeresh to review the pro‐
On the eve of World food day on 16 October, 2021 Hulsoor
gress of the FPOs to address their issues and to fix the targets
mahila kisan millets producer company Limited was inaugu‐
for the forthcoming year.
rated at Hulsoor by Dr. Shivanand Mahaswami ji. The Millet
processing unit and farmer training units sponsored by ICAR New Scientists joined
Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad were also inau‐
gurated during the occasion. Dr. C Sangappa, Scientist repre‐ Sh. A Srinivas, Scientist, at CTRI‐Rajahmundry has joined IIMR,
sented the Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad and Hyderabad on 11 October 2021 in the discipline of Agricultural
briefed about the importance of millets in daily life. Dr. Shiva Extension. His mail ID is: srinivas@millets.res.in.
Kumar Swamiji admired the wonderful work done by IIMR in Dr. Baswaraj Raigond, Senior Scientist, Plant Pathology, CPRI,
facilitating formation of FPC. Smt. Shakuntala Goudagave, Mr. Shimla has joined at Centre on Rabi Sorghum IIMR, Hyderabad
Venkatesh Mani, Board of Directors and shareholders of FPC on 04 October 2021. His mail ID is: baswaraj@millets.res.in.
and other farmers were also present. About 500 farmers par‐
ticipated in the function. The exhibition was also organized by Staff of IIMR welcome them to the Millets Family.
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FPO activities

Awareness Programme at Nerellapalli : ICAR‐IIMR organ‐
ized an “Awareness Programme on Farmer” in the Nerellapalli
village of District Mahabubnagar on 23 October 2021. About
30 farmers from two villages, Nerellapalli and Utukur actively

ing staff members were present in the meeting:
Official side: Dr. VA Tonapi, Director, Dr. KBRS Visarada, Dr. KV
Raghavendra Rao, Ms. Ritu Dalal, Sh. Vinod Kumar Sahoo, Mrs.
G Saraswathi
Staff Side: Dr. V Ravi Kumar, Mrs. VSG Parvathi, Mr. P Rajappa,
Mr. K Sanath Kumar. Dr. KBRS Visarada welcomed the gather‐
ing from the Official side of IJSC and requested Dr. V Ravi

participated in this programme. Dr. C Sangappa, Scientist, IIMR
explained importance of FPOS, their role, formation and func‐
tions.

Webinar on Millets seeds production technologies for
FPOs: ICAR‐IIMR‐Hyderabad organized a webinar on “Millets
seeds production technologies for FPOs” on 26 October, 2021
to support the farmers of FPOs of Karnataka to take up the
seed production in association with ICAR‐IIMR. Dr. Sooganna
Dinni, Scientist of ICAR‐IIMR interacted with the farmers and
explained in detail about the seed production and the activi‐
ties undertaken by IIMR in seed production. About 150 farmers
from FPOs and Non‐FPO member farmers participated in this
webinar.

Awareness program on FPOs in Chinnarevali Village,
Balanagar, Telengana : An awareness program on Farmer
producer organizations was conducted in the village Chinnara‐
vali, Balanagar mandal, Mahabubnagar District on 28 October

Kumar, Secretary, IJSC –Staff side to put forth the agenda
points for discussion. The Secretary presented the agenda to
be discussed. The action taken points were discussed in de‐
tail.

Women Protection Committee
The meeting of “Women Protection Committee” was held on
06 October, 2021, at IIMR at 11.30 am. The following staff
members were present in the meeting: Dr. CV Ratnavathi –
Chairperson, Drs. PG Padmaja ‐Member; C Aruna‐ Member; P
Sanjana ‐Member; Mrs. N K Durga and Dr. Hemasankari –
Members, Sh. Vinod Kumar Sahoo –Member and Ms. Ritu
Dalal (Member‐Secretary). No fresh agenda items were re‐
ceived for discussion. The committee expressed their satisfac‐
tion over the congenial atmosphere prevailing in the institutes
and decided to hold quarterly meetings regularly according to
the schedule.

Institute Grievance Cell
The Quarterly meeting of the Institute Grievance Cell was held
on 06 October, 2021 at IIMR at 11.45 am. The following staff
members were present in the meeting: Dr. Vilas A Tonapi,
Director – Chairman; Dr. Hema Sankari – Member, Sh. Vinod
Kumar Sahoo ‐ FAO – Member; Ms. Ritu Dalal, SAO – Member
Secretary; – Member. The Member‐Secretary presented the
action taken report on agenda items. The progress was dis‐
cussed by the members.

Health Camp
A health camp was organised jointly by IIMR and Rotary club
2021 by our IIMR officials under the guidance of Scientist Dr.
Sangappa. The programme was organized with an objective of
making farmers aware about the role and formation of FPOs
and the activities and benefits that can be obtained through
them.
Institute’s general meetings
The Quarterly meetings of the following committees were
held on 06 October, 2021 at IIMR.

Institute Joint Staff Council (IJSC)
The Quarterly meeting of the Institute Joint Staff committee
was held on 06 October, 2021 at IIMR at 11.00 am. The follow‐
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of Krushi on 28 October 2021. Health parameters like Blood
Pressure, Dental and Ophthalmic checkups were done. The
Staff of IIMR actively participated in the health camp.
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Memorandum of Understandings
S.
No.
1.

Date of
Agreement
01.10.2021

2.

05.10.2021

3.

11.10.2021

4.

23.10.2021

5

23.10.2021

Licensee

Purpose

Nutricircle Ltd,
Hyderabad
M/s Vijaya Agro
Seeds,
Ananthapuram
M/s Mahyco
Private Ltd.,
Mumbai
M/s Shatabdhi
Organics,
Hyderabad
Confederation
of women
Entrepreneurs

Research collaboration on Plant
proteins in millets
Production and sale of CSH 24MF

Production and sale of CSH 24MF

Production and sale of 12 value
added technologies
Collaboration

Authorised signatory of
Licensee
Mr. Hitesh M. Patel
MD, Nutricircle Ltd.
Mr. M. Vijaya Bhaskar
Reddy, Proprietor,
Vijaya Agro Seeds.
Dr. Chandrakumar Sara‐
gur, Business Head‐ Row
Crops, Mahyco Pvt Ltd.
Ms. Kasu Sri Bhanu,
Managing Partner,
Shathabdhi Organics
Mrs. Vandana Mahesh‐
wari, National President,
COWE

Presence of
Dr Dayakar Rao
and J. Stanley
Dr. PG Padmaja
and J. Stanley
Dr. J Stanley

Dr. Dayakar
Rao and
J. Stanley
Dr. Dayakar
Rao and
J. Stanley

Online Meetings (M) / Workshops (W)/ Trainings (T) Conferences (C) attended
S.
No.

Name of
Employee

1

M Elangovan

2

Programme details

Category

Dates

C

06‐07 Oct.,
2021.

Vilas A Tonapi

International conference on Future Challenges and Prospects in Plant
Breeding Organized by Centre for Plant Breeding and Genetics & Indian
Society of Plant Breeders (ISPB)
ZTMC meeting organized by ICAR‐NAARM‐Hyderabad

M

11 Oct., 2021

3

Vilas A Tonapi

IMC meeting organized by ICAR‐NAARM‐Hyderabad

M

11 Oct., 2021

4

P Mukesh

Training on “iThenticate User Workflow”

Wb

12 Oct., 2021

5

Vilas A Tonapi

Finger millet : International Logistics – Meeting organized by UAS‐Bangalore

M

12 Oct., 2021

6
7
8

Vilas A Tonapi
Vilas A Tonapi
P Mukesh

M
M
Wb

13 Oct., 2021
14 Oct., 2021
16 Oct., 2021

9

M Elangovan

Wb

16 Oct., 2021

10

M Elangovan

C

22 Oct., 2021.

11

Vilas A Tonapi

M

27 Oct., 2021

12

Vilas A Tonapi
and all Scien‐
tists of IIMR
Vilas A Tonapi
P Mukesh

World Food Programme ‐ meeting organized by WFP
World Food Day – Pre ‐meeting organized by NIPHM
“Mainstreaming Alternate Staples for Food and Nutrition Security” organ‐
ized by FSII
Seminar on “Working model (s) to maximize the use of genetic diversity in
plant breeding programs” Organized by the Indian Society of Plant Genetic
Resources and NBPGR‐New Delhi
National Consultation on Plant‐base Local Food System for Health and Nu‐
trition ‐ a side event of II International Agrobiodiversity Congress organized
by Alliance of Biodiversity International and CIAT, ISPGR, ICRISAT and TAAS.
Millet Project Programme Meeting held at Patanjali Research Institute ‐
Haridwar
Interaction Meeting of ICAR Scientists organized by ICAR

M

28 Oct., 2021

Global Millets Hub ‐ Project Programme Meeting organized by ICAR
“Breeding for drought tolerance in rice: Gains made and prospects for the
future Distinguished” organized by ICRISAT, Patancheru

M
Wb

29 Oct., 2021
30 Oct., 2021

13
14
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Centre on Rabi Sorghum (IIMR), NH 9
Bypass , Shelgi, Solapur - 413 006 (Mah.)
Tel: 0217-2373456
Telefax: 0217-2373456

Sorghum Off-Season Nursery, Warangal
Officer-In-Charge
Indian Institute of Millets Research,RARS,
(PJTSAU) Mulugu Road, Warangal.
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