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Yesterday | visited Millet Village at Attappadi. The "Millet Village" project, which began in 2013, aims to revitalise
traditional tribal agriculture in Attapady's selected hamlets. The Agriculture Department and the Scheduled Tribes
Development Department will work together to implement it.

The project covers 1025 hectares and is divided among three panchayats: Agali, Sholayar, and Pudur. In three
panchayaths, more than 1069 JLG groups are formed.

The infant mortality rate of the tribal community has been reduced by the consumption of their traditional food. The
indigenous community's newborn mortality rate has decreased as a result of their traditional diet. In 2020-21, there were
11 infant deaths compared to 31 in 2013.

This will allow them to provide a healthy lifestyle for the tribes in general, as well as pregnant women and newborn babies
in particular. They will also enjoy a higher level of living as a result of the Project. Because of the high protein content,



short growing season (60 to 97 days), climate change resilience, and minimal water requirement, the initiative became
popular among young farmers.

Millets are rain-fed crops that are grown in low-rainfall areas, reinforcing their importance for long-term agriculture and
food security. The majority of millets are cultivated in two seasons: Rabi (November to April) and Kharif (June to
October).

There are 192 hamlets of the Irula, Muduga and Kurumba tribes.. Apart from millets, pulses, oilseeds, vegetables, and
apiculture, the group started procurement, processing, packing, labelling, and marketing of value-added millet finished
products under Hill Value which is supported by Kudumbashree Mission. The implementation of the Project will, in the
end, result in the socioeconomic development of hamlets.

The project aims to safeguard traditional millet seed varieties while also ensuring food security and a livelihood for tribal
farmers. Hill Value Brands offers different varieties of millets such as Thina (foxtail millet), chama (small millets),
varagu (kodo millet), proso millet, kuthiravali (barnyard millets), bajra (pearl millet), jowar (sorghum), and ragi (finger
millet), as well as various pulse varieties such as Cow Peas (Vanpayar), Amara Payar,Red cow beans (Thomara Payar) .

The Rushi Kondatta Group, which is based in Sholayur Panchayath, is in charge of product packaging and branding.
Maleeshwara Mill, one of Kudumbashree's largest enterprise units, powders the grains.



